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State of the Industry
Moderator Jon Runge, AWWA, and

presenter John Mann, principal for Mann
Consulting, Inc., delivered an overview of
2007 State of the Industry Report findings.
Approximately 1,900 AWWA members—
more than half of whom possess more than 
20 years of industry experience—completed 
and submitted industry surveys.

T
housands of water professionals 

gathered in Atlanta June 8 to 

12 for the American Water Works 

Association (AWWA) 2008 Annual 

Conference and Exposition (ACE08). 

The 127 th annual event featured an 

extensive professional program, 

committee meetings, special events, 

a bustling exhibit hall and more. 

In a city working to overcome severe and 

ongoing drought, the industry’s best and 

brightest shed light on timely and crucial 

water-related issues.

World’s water event highlights, 

promotes industry progress

ACE08
By WWD editorial staf f
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AWWA SHOW WRAP-UP

Atlanta
Georgia

Find answers for business searches without wading through pages of irrelevant results. Created 
exclusively for water and wastewater professionals, WaterInfoLink.com is the search engine that 
eliminates “keyword mix-ups” and other general search engine pitfalls. By focusing exclusively on only 
the content that matters to your business, it delivers better information and saves time.

WaterInfoLink.com is brought to you by the publishers of Water & Wastes Digest and Storm Water 
Solutions, leading authorities in the industry. Comprehensive search results are categorized for ease of 
use. One easy search pools published articles, journals, white papers, supplier sites, association news, 
product guides, and regulatory news from credible industry sources. Simply go to WaterInfoLink.com 
and start searching.

WaterInfoLink.com –
What’s your keyword?

Introducing WaterInfoLink.com, the industry search engine 
that puts an end to useless results

Brought to you by

WATER & WASTES

DIGEST

Not exactly the “Tank” 

Not exactly the“Tank” you were looking for? 
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Respondents expressed more than 
ever that the water industry’s current 
and future stability is declining. Main 
areas of immediate concern include: 
source water, business factors, regula-
tion, infrastructure and workforce. 

Overall input, however, did not paint 
an entirely gloom and doom picture. On 
the utilities side, for example, approxi-
mately half of capital spending is being 
invested in expansion work—up 11% 
from 2006 findings. 

AWWA will release 2007 State of 
the Industry results later this year. 

Joint Announcement 
The U.S. EPA and U.S. Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) jointly announced at the 
conference that the CDC has become 
the first federal partner of the EPA’s 
WaterSense program. The program 
encourages more efficient water use 
in residential, commercial and federal 
facilities. Dr. Julie Gerberding, CDC 
director, and Benjamin H. Grumbles, 
EPA’s assistant administrator for 
water, signed the agreement.

Key Speaker 
Former New York Gov. Mario 

Cuomo spoke before a large audi-
ence of water professionals at ACE08. 
Cuomo discussed water supply and 
shortages, infrastructure concerns 
and workforce challenges. He also 
touched on the economy and war 
in Iraq, urging political leaders to 
put aside their ideologies and work 
together for a consensus. Speaking 
about the upcoming presidential 
election, Cuomo said he would like 
to hear more from the candidates 
about water-related issues and spoke 
of Washington’s need to recognize 
the importance of funding for water 
infrastructure and programs.  

Local Leak Detection 
on Display 

The city of Atlanta’s Department 
of Watershed Management autho-
rized the Pitometer Group of ADS 
Environmental Services to perform 
demonstrations of its large-diameter 
leak detection services at ACE08. The 
demonstrations were held throughout 
the day on Tuesday, June 10.

A leak correlation was performed 
on 1,300 ft of a 30-in. water dis-
tribution line located on Marietta 
Street, five blocks from the Georgia 
World Congress Center. The correla-
tor sensors were placed on hydrants 
on the north end of the line near 
Simpson Street and on the south 
end. A brief baseline survey was 
taken and then a hydrant located 
on the corner of Marietta Street and 
Latimer Street was f lowed briefly 
through a ¾-in. needle valve to 
simulate the leak that was correlated.

This nonintrusive technique re-
quires only a static connection to the 
water from the hydrants and requires 
little preparation.

Competitions Abound 
The Louisville, Ky., Water Co. won 

the annual “Best of the Best” Water 
Taste Test at the conference. The 
event had North American winners of 
regional water-tasting competitions 
competing against each other. The Mal 
Paso Filtration Plant in Puerto Rico 
won second place and a water utility in 
Blythe, Ga., earned third place. 

In the annual Tapping Contest, the 
team from Ohio’s Columbus Water 

Sherwin-Williams has the knowledge of wastewater’s extreme corrosive environment,
the experience to identify your specific long-term coating needs and the expertise to
deliver effective, budget-conscious solutions. Our highly trained corrosion specialists will
create a customized high performance coatings specification to protect your structures
and equipment and ensure quick return-to-service. It’s an extreme environment.You need
an extreme coating. You need Sherwin-Williams.

To learn more, contact your Sherwin-Williams representative or call 1-800-524 -5979
to have a representative call you.

©2007 The Sherwin-Williams Company

When you use Sherwin-Williams, you see a coating system
that shields against corrosive chemicals, abrasion, bacteria
and hydrogen sulfide attack.

sherwin-williams.com/im

Some just see a coating.
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PORTABLE HOISTS SLIDE & STOP GATES
RETRO-GRATE™

TELESCOPING VALVES
C1R ACCESS DOORS H1W ACCESS DOORSPORTABLE HOISTS SLIDE & STOP GATES

RETRO-GRATE™
TELESCOPING VALVES

C1R ACCESS DOORS H1W ACCESS DOORS

Experience The Difference.
Choose Halliday Products, your access to

quality metal products since 1972.

6401 EDGEWATER DRIVE • ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32810

800-298-1027
407-298-4470

www.HallidayProducts.com
sales@HallidayProducts.com
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Do you have a 
success story to share? 

Submit your case study 
or application article to 
wwdeditor@sgcmail.com.

success
story
??success

story
WWD_houseAds_0308.indd 2 3/11/08 10:39:33 AMWWD Membrane Technology 

Webinar Series

Register today at: 
www.wwdmag.com/membranewebinar1

To sponsor an upcoming webinar, please call 
Greg Tres at 480.941.0510 x15. 

Seawater Desalination Using Membrane Technology

Wednesday, July 30 at 2 p.m. EST (30-minute session) 
Facilitator: Ian C. Watson

This webinar made possible by:

Upcoming Membrane Technology Webinars

2008
October 29

2009
January 28
April 29

About the Facilitator
Ian C. Watson, P.E., is president of Rostek 
Associates, Inc., an independent consulting 
fi rm specializing in membrane processes, 
and executive director of the American 
Membrane Technology Association. He 
has more than 30 years of experience in 
the design, construction and operation of 
membrane water treatment plants, a record 
that includes some 100 projects worldwide.

in affi liation with AMTA
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LEARN MORE
For additional articles on this topic, visit :  

www.wwdmag.com/lm.cfm/wd070813

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC
High Concentration 
Ozone Generators

•  Reduced Oxygen Consumption

•  Reduced Power Consumption

•  Compact Skid-Mounted Design

•  Smaller Ancillary Equipment

•  Reduced Dissolved Oxygen In Finished Water

•  Low Maintenance

Ozone Concentration Up To 16% By Weight

530 Keystone Drive  Warrendale, PA 15086

724.778.5283

www.meppi.com/products/ozone

Benefits:

write in 730

came in first place for the second 
year in a row, with a time of 1:22.90. 
Placing second were the Four Jokers, 
representing California and Nevada, 
at 1:23.31, followed by the team from 
Birmingham, Ala., Water Works with 
a time of 1:23.44. 

For the women’s tapping contest, 
the Sassy Taps from the Pacific North-
west Section won first place with a 
time of 2:13.97. Taking second was 
the Nitro Bits, also from the Pacific 
Northwest, with a time of 2:47.06.

In the Meter Madness competition 
earlier in the week, Eric Kresmery of 
Elgin, Ill., won first place after assem-
bling a working water meter from a 
bucket of parts in 40.66 seconds.

In the Top Ops competition, 
Florida’s Palm Coast Water Buoys won 
first place for the second year in a row. 

Tackling Security 
Abloy Security, Inc. exhibited its 

high-security locking solutions, which 
feature the Shut-Out Defender, at 
ACE08. This technology is a security 
solution for residential water control. 

The Shut-Out Defender secures 
revenues by preventing redirection of 
piping to bypass residential meters. 
It fits snugly over the meter-coupling 
nut and defends against theft. Abloy 
designed the technology in the face of 
increasing residential theft from water 
and gas utilities across the nation.

Meet the Editors
On the evening of June 9, the 

WWD exposition booth drew a large 
crowd when the magazine’s editorial 
and sales team hosted its annual Meet 
the Editors networking event. Industry 
professionals—some old friends, some 
new—came together to enjoy good 
company, conversation, refreshments 
and hors d’oeuvres. The WWD staff 
thanks all who attended for helping 
make this gathering a great success 
and is looking forward to the next 
Meet the Editors event. WWD

The WWD editorial staff can be reached 
at 847.391.1011 or by e-mail at 
wwdeditor@sgcmail.com.

For more information, write in 1113 
on this issue’s Reader Service Card.

ACE08  meet
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1.800.MSA.INST  |  www.MSANET.com/wwd.html

BEYOND
Xpectations

• HART and 4-20 mA output

• Setup, calibration, and 
diagnostics from any point
along the 4-20 mA line

• Optional intrinsically 
safe HART port

• Multiple calibration 
options including:
- Internal push-button/LEDs
- HART handheld
- Sensor X-change Program

OUR MISSION
YOUR SAFETY

|   G A S  M O N I T O R S   |   S C B A   |   M U L T I G A S  D E T E C T O R S   |   
|   H E A D / E Y E / F A C E  P R O T E C T I O N   |

Ultima® XL/XT Series
Gas Monitors

with HART digital protocol

a
VISIT US ONLINE
MSANET.COM

For more information contact your local 
authorized Hydromatic distributor or go to www.hydromatic.com/ad30.htm

United States: 419-289-3042 

Canada: 519-896-2163

H SERIES
N O  C L O G  -  N O  L O S S

Hydromatic’s H SERIES pumps 

deliver the results you need: non-clog 

characteristics with maximum efficiency. 

■ Passes 3 inch non-deformable solids

■ Complies with 10 state standard

■ Better hydraulic performance

■ Oil filled motor efficiently 

dissipates heat, lubricates

bearings, and locks out 

damaging moisture

WASTEWATER WASTEWATER 
ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS
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