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Certification
Education

How one association is raising the bar

for coating and lining projects

[ Y oating and lining projects are
critical to a structure’s long-term
health. The Society for Protective

Coatings (SSPC) offers certification qual-

ity programs for contractors that perform

coating and lining work and for compa-
nies that provide inspection services.
WWD Associate Editor Rebecca

Wilhelm spoke with Shawn W. Nedley,

SSPC certification program specialist,

about SSPC’s certification quality pro-

grams and the association’s growth within
the water and wastewater industries.

Rebecca Wilhelm: What SSPC certifi-
cation quality programs are relevant to the
water and wastewater industries?

Shawn W. Nedley: SSPC has a number
of certification quality programs tailored
to specific painting, coating and lining
projects. The QP 1 certification program
is the cornerstone of the programs and
the most relevant contractor certification
program for the water and wastewater
industries. QP 1—Field Application
to Complex Industrial and Marine
Structures—evaluates contractors who
perform surface preparation and industrial
coating application on steel structures in
the field of industrial coatings technology,
such as water tanks, piping and digesters.

Wilhelm: In what applications is SSPC
certification valuable?

Nedley: SSPC'’s certification quality
programs offer a proven way for water
authorities, public works departments and
wastewater treatment plants to find the
most qualified contractors for their coat-
ing and lining projects. An SSPC-certified
contractor will have the experience, know-
ledge and equipment to produce high-
quality work in accordance with the local,
state and federal guidelines for safety,
health and environmental compliance.

Wilhelm: What benefits does hiring an
SSPC-certified contractor provide?

Nedley: Benefits of requiring
QP-certified contractors include: eliminat-
ing the inquiries from unqualified con-
tractors, raising the quality of your bid list
by using a prequalified list, saving time and
money by having an external screening
process and reducing the need for rework.

Wilhelm: Please explain the SSPC cer-
tification process.

Nedley: To be certified by SSPC,
industrial contractors must demonstrate
competence in several key areas, including
management procedures, quality control,
safety and environmental compliance
and technical capabilities.

These areas are evaluated through a
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series of submittals to SSPC describing the
contractor’s business operations. Then an
impartial, onsite audit of a representative
active job site and headquarter offices is
performed to verify that the programs and
practices are in fact implemented and used.

Wilhelm: What costs are associated
with membership and certification?

Nedley: The costs of the certification
quality programs are funded through fees
paid by contractors. As a water authority,
public works department or wastewater
treatment facility, you will not be charged
fees by SSPC for recruiting or hiring cer-
tified contractors. Owners that require
SSPC QP-certified contractors on their
coatings projects are not required to be
members of SSPC.

Wilhelm: If I want to specify SSPC
certification for my next painting project,
what services does SSPC provide to help
me accomplish this?

Nedley: SSPC offers free consultation
to owners to help them implement the QP
program requirement into their coatings
program. SSPC also has developed con-
tract and bid notice language that you can
use or modify to specify SSPC certifica-
tion. SSPC will also conduct training on
certification requirements and standards,
at the request of the facility owner, for
contractors and agency officials where
certification is being implemented.

Wilhelm: Have the water and waste-
water markets successfully incorporated
contractor certification requirements into
their coatings projects?

Nedley: Yes, the water and wastewater
markets are the two largest growth areas
for SSPC certification quality programs
over the past two years. Since 20006,

49 water-related owners have instituted
requirements of QP-certified coatings
contractors. [

Shawn W. Nedley is a certification program
specialist with SSPC. Nedley can be
reached at 877.281.7772 or by e-mail

at nedley@sspc.org.

Rebecca Wilhelm is associate editor for
Water & Wastes Digest. Wilhelm can be
reached at 847.954.7958 or by e-mail
at bwilhelIm@sgcmail.com.

For more information, write in 1112 on
this issue’s Reader Service Card.
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For additional articles on this topic, visit:
www.wwdmag.com/Im.cfm/wd110812

New Nutrient Removal
Guide Released

The Office of Water has released a new
guide for planning cost-effective nutrient
removal projects for municipal wastewater
treatment facilities.

The Municipal Nutrient Removal
Technologies Reference Document presents
detailed technical and cost information
about existing nutrient removal technolo-
gies and information on emerging technol-
ogies. It also includes nine in-depth facility
case studies.

Clean Water Act Celebrates
36" Anniversary

Top officials
from the U.S.
EPA, District
of Columbia
Departments
of Environment
and Public Works, D.C. Water and Sewer
Authority, National Association of Clean
Water Agencies and Chesapeake Bay
Foundation gathered on the banks of the
Anacostia River on Oct. 16 to observe the 36"
anniversary of the Clean Water Act.

Washington D.C. is an example of a
city working to restore its urban water-
shed with a combination of infrastructure
improvements and innovative storm water
management. The benefits of these suc-
cesses include a revitalized Anacostia River
and waterfront and improvements to
Chesapeake Bay water quality.

ITT Partners
with Mercy Corps
ITT Corp. announced
a strategic partnership
with the global relief
and development
agency Mercy Corps as
part of its corporate phi-
lanthropy program, ITT Watermark. The part-
nership includes a three-year, $1-million com-
mitment to help provide safe water during
emergencies created by natural catastrophes
such as floods, droughts and earthquakes.
ITT will support Mercy Corps' relief and
recovery efforts, which include the provi-
sion of dewatering and water purification
equipment. The company also will aid Mercy
Corps’ on-the-ground staff with rebuilding
of water and sanitation infrastructure after
disaster strikes.

Hydro Intl. to Help Alleviate
Flooding in Ottawa

Hydro Intl. has
announced an agree-
ment to supply
the city of Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, with
940 Reg-U-Flo Vortex
Valve inlet control
devices to alleviate
basement flooding in the downtown area.

The city has reported a large number of
basement flooding incidents over the years

in the combined sewer area, resulting from
surcharging of the city’s combined sewers,
which carry wastewater and storm water

in the same pipes. The city plans to use the
Reg-U-Flo vortex valves to restrict the storm
water flows into the combined sewers.

CH2M HILL's Ave Maria Project
Earns Project of the Year Award
CH2m
HILL received

the Project
of the Year
Award in the
water and
wastewater category from the New York Tri-
State Region of the Design-Build Institute
of America (DBIA) for its work on the Ave
Maria Water Treatment Plant and Water
Reclamation Facility in Ave Maria, Fla.
CH2M HILL was chosen to design, build
and operate the utility infrastructure. It led
the permitting, design, construction and
operation of the centrally located waste-
water facilities, including a wetlands treat-
ment system. CH2M HILL also designed a
natural treatment wetland system to pro-
vide a sustainable, environmentally
beneficial wet-weather storage system.

Woolpert Announces 2008

Woolpert, in partnership with the
Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering
(BAE) Department at Oklahoma State
University (OSU), recently selected OSU BAE
students Rachel Carson, Taber Midgley and
Kevin Stunkel as the 2008 participants for
the Woolpert Scholars program.

Students accepted into the program
will enroll in a special topics course each
semester and develop a final report on
their project.

The above photograph shows the 2007
scholar program participants at the ASCE
World Environmental and Water Resources
Congress 2008 in Honolulu, Hawai.

Godwin Pumps
Announces Promotions

-y

Godwin Pumps has announced the pro-
motions of Bryan Gassler to marketing man-
ager and Stephanie Morgan to corporate
communications manager.

“To be successful at Godwin, you have to
want to roll up your sleeves and get
involved,” said Godwin President John
Michael Paz. “Both Bryan and Stephanie
started their careers with Godwin from the
bird's eye view—in our yard and on our
shop floor. There's no better way to pro-
mote our pumps and people than by
becoming one of them.” A
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