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4 Water on
a Global Scale

The director of corporate philanthropy for ITT,
Bjorn Von Euler, reports back from the recent World

Water Forum and talks about the company’s new
nonprofit venture

Clare Pierson: What were common
themes emphasized at the World
‘Water Forum?

Bjorn Von Euler: There was urgency,
this time in the realization that water and
energy are extremely at risk due to climate
change. Whatever you have done before,
you need to take a closer look at what you're
going to do for the future. Whether youre
a utility or government agency or business,
you need to have strategies to mitigate or
take into account climate change.

For that, you need data. From the
standpoint of hydropower generation,
water/energy/carbon consumption and
footprints, data is needed. Previously, we
did not have data that changed priorities;
however, now we’re talking about health.
We need to establish a link between
safe water distribution and our health.
We do not have data that will allow a
country’s finance minister, for exam-
ple, to look at the need for this invest-
ment and what the return would be.

Pierson: Describe the white paper that
ITT/WBCSD introduced at the forum.
What kind of prescription to the water
crisis is outlined in this paper?

Von Euler: The World Business Coun-
cil for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)
represents 200-plus companies and indus-
tries around the world, and they’re think-
ing about many issues. We needed to put
together something that explained business’
roles in the water, energy and climate change
nexus. In the paper, we give examples of the
issues we're looking at, why it’s important
to organizations and governments and what
they can do from a legislative point of view.

We were able to bring some data to the
discussion at the forum and point to things
that are easy to do right now. For instance,
the Minister of Forestry & Environment in
Turkey talked about pumps and pump sys-
tems and how there are many inefficiencies
in energy usage, leading the discussion on
what we can save before we start purchas-
ing or building something new.

Pierson: Was there much talk of the
recent financial crisis at the forum, and
how did this tie into water/energy issues
and possible solutions?

Von Euler: The bigger organizations
like U.N. and World Bank did discuss
these topics. These organizations under-
stand the complications and seriousness of
what is going on. There was a report that
global water investments are declining to
the point of about $40 billion. This is a
major decline from an already low number,
and represents a serious issue.

There was consensus at the forum
that we must continue investment in
infrastructure. In regard to the stimulus
package, water/wastewater is not high on
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the list in Europe. New countries coming
into the European Union, such as eastern
European countries, have poor infrastruc-
ture, and even the western E.U. countries
have very old infrastructure. The stimulus
packages in the U.S. and other countries
are big, but do not reflect or give evidence
that the decision makers understand the
importance and urgency of water/wastewa-
ter infrastructure needs.

Pierson: What is I'TT Watermark,
why was it founded and what kind of
progress is it making thus far?

Von Euler: ITT Watermark is a founda-
tion that is a collaboration with Water for
People. It’s a three-year program where we
will visit and provide education and supplies
to 300 schools in countries like India, Hon-
duras, Guatemala and China.

ITT Watermark is investing $3 mil-
lion into bringing safe water, sanitation
and hygiene education to schools. We must
include the next generation in this, or else
sustainability cannot happen. Schools are
often right in the middle of a municipal-
ity, and by reaching students, we will reach
families as well. This is how you build sus-
tainability in a society.

The group is partnering with Mercy
Corps to channel our emergency readiness
and resources. By doing this, we can follow
up, make assessments, deploy ideas and
continue to improve results. The day after
we signed up, we deployed help to Nepal,
where there were huge floods and destruc-
tion. We sent several treatment units to
Myanmar during their floods. I am proud
that we were able to reach those people
because access was severely restricted.

We are approaching this as we do
any new product development activity, by
studying the customers’ needs and then
finding solutions. In the long term, this
will translate into business. I

Bjorn Von Euler is director of corporate
philanthropy for ITT. Von Euler can be
reached at bjorn.voneuler@itt.com.

Clare Pierson is managing editor of Water
& Wastes Digest. Pierson can be reached

at 847.391.1012 or by e-mail at cpierson@
sgcmail.com.
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EPA Awards $430 Million to
New York for Wastewater Projects
A )

In the single
largest grant in its
history, the U.S. EPA
has awarded more
than $430 million to
the state of New York
for wastewater infra-
structure projects.

This grantis a
portion of the $4
billion that will fund wastewater infrastruc-
ture projects across the country under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
The state will use the grant to provide money
to municipal and county governments and
wastewater utilities for projects to protect
lakes, ponds and streams.

Scranton Gillette to Direct
U.S.-China Seminars

Scranton Gillette Communications, Inc.,
publisher of Water & Wastes Digest, with
support from the consulting firm BRISEA
Intl., will work with U.S. water industry sup-
pliers and associations, the U.S. EPA and
the Chinese Ministry of Environmental
Protection to produce a series of 12 semi-
nars/workshops in China that will focus on
municipal water and wastewater treatment;
industrial wastewater treatment; sludge
treatment and disposal; effective water pol-
lution control; and regulatory enforcement.

Study to Begin on Effects
of Personal Products on
Water Quality
A $60,000 grant
r from the American
,f Association for the
Advancement of
Science will allow
researchers at the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater to study the effects of personal
care products and over-the-counter drugs on
water quality and plants this summer.

The team will look at how chlorine reacts
with triclocarbon, acetaminophen, ibuprofen,
aspirin and caffeine. Using a nuclear mag-
netic resonance spectrometer, the team will
measure the reaction of the chlorine with the
pharmaceutical compounds as it happens.

Obama Nominates
Head of EPA Office of Water
President Obama has
nominated Peter S. Silva as
assistant administrator for
water programs, U.S. EPA.

Silva is a civil engineer with
nearly 32 years of experience in the water
and wastewater fields. He specializes in water
resources policy, with extensive experience
in U.S.-Mexico border issues. Silva currently is
a senior policy advisor for the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California.

Maryland Passes Bill to
Protect Chesapeake Bay
from Septic Runoff

The Maryland General Assembly
recently passed a bill requiring thousands

of homes to install expensive septic
systems to keep nitrogen-laden runoff
out of Chesapeake Bay.

Advocates of the Chesapeake say the bill
will improve the bay’s troubles with water
quality. The bill also faced opposition, as
some said it will put an unfair burden on
rural homeowners and would further hurt
a weakened housing industry.

Texas Report Urges Link Between
Energy and Water Use

Acknowledging the links between water
treatment, power generation and energy
use will be key to clean water and electric
reliability for Texas in the future, accord-
ing to the report, “Energy-Water Nexus in
Texas,” released by the University of Texas
and the Environmental Defense Fund.

The report urges state lawmakers to
consider water management and energy
development together, or risk compromis-
ing both resources. It says cutting back on
energy use will reduce water demand at
power plants, and at the same time, water
conservation will eliminate the need for
producing the power to treat the water
in the first place.

Louisiana Wetlands
Repair Project Underway

Gov. Bobby Jindal announced the first
project in Louisiana state history where
mine sediments from the Mississippi River
will be transported by pipeline to rebuild
eroding coastal wetlands.

The $28.3-million Mississippi River
Sediment Delivery System at Bayou
Dupont project will build and restore
nearly 500 acres of marsh in Lower
Jefferson and Plaguemines parishes
using sediment from the river.

Ashbrook Simon-Hartley
Acquires Centriquip

Ashbrook Simon-Hartley has acquired
Centriquip, Ltd., a U.K.-based developer
of centrifuges and liquid-solid separation
technologies. Centriquip manufactures
decanter centrifuge systems at its plant
in Clay Cross, Derbyshire, and markets the
units to a large worldwide installed base.

Correction

In the April 2009 issue of Water &
Wastes Digest, images were incorrectly
placed with the article titled “Weighing
Grit Removal Options” on page 38.
The images appear correctly in the May
issue along with the article titled
“Full Stream Ahead” on page 50. &
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