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Rural and small systems are a big part of our water and waste-
water infrastructure. Specifically, more than 94% of the nation’s
156,000 public water systems serve fewer than 3,300 people,
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Unfortunately, a large number of these systems would have to
undergo extensive upgrades in order to meet population demands
and to comply with the increasing number of EPA regulations.

When it comes to small systems, the one-size-fits-all approach
simply does not work, as each facility faces unique financial and
operational challenges in providing water and wastewater services.

Some of the main challenges are directly related to the basic
factors that define these systems: location and customer base.

A significant portion of small systems are located in remote,
isolated geographical locations and have a small customer
base. This alone limits systems’ access to technical and finan-
cial resources needed to comply with existing requirements. To
make matters worse, many small systems have small staffs that
lack the manpower and sometimes even the expertise to address specific maintenance and upgrade
needs. Most of all, funding opportunities are especially limited.

But it is not all gloom and doom. In August 2010, the North Carolina Rural Economic
Development Center, a leading resource for rural people and communities, announced that it has
awarded 67 grants totaling $5.2 million to create jobs and address clean water needs throughout the
state. These grants will assist communities in 46 rural counties and create 375 jobs. Some of the
water and sewer projects include:

* A $120,000 project for Anson County that will increase water and sewer service for a new

business and create 12 jobs;

* A $140,000 project that will extend the city of Asheboro water and sewer service to the new
location of an expanding manufacturer of machine products in Randolph County. The project
is expected to create 14 jobs; and

* A $355,000 project for Gates County that will develop the wastewater infrastructure to serve
new businesses, including an assisted living facility and insurance office, committing to a 200-
acre location. This funding augments a previous grant to extend sewer service to a recreational
facility in the same area and increases the creation of new jobs from 35 to 70.

Neda Simeonova, editorial director
nsimeonova@sgcmail.com

While this is just one example that certainly doesn’t reflect the state of all other small systems
across the country, it is important to note that solutions—even if limited—do exist.

There are many federal programs designed to help state and local officials identify potential
funding sources; offer technical assistance to help small communities plan, design and build water
and wastewater systems; and identify appropriate contacts and application processes. This month’s
WWD Operation & Management section on page 18 discusses how technical assistance providers
can help small communities.

By working together, federal and state agencies, along with small communities, can identify solu-
tions to help meet small systems’ big needs.
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* Energy Efficiency
* SCADA

* Biogas Recovery

* Disinfection Technology

* Carbon Footprint

* Treatment Systems

* Trenchless Technology

* Rural & Small Utility Systems

Research the industry’s latest product and service offerings: Visit www.wwdmag.com to

review recent WWD Product Spotlights, Card Decks and Literature Guides.

© © © 0 0 0 000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000000 000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 00

SCRANTON
GILLETTE

CONNUNICATIONS
Business-to-business

communications for
more than 100 years

Water & Wastes Digest

3030 W. Salt Creek Lane, Suite 201
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5025

tel: 847.298.6622 » fax: 847.390.0408
www.wwdmag.com

EDITORIAL STAFF

Editorial Director
Managing Editor
Associate Editor
Associate Editor

Designer

Neda Simeonova
Caitlin Cunningham
Elizabeth Lisican
Rebecca Wilhelm
Robin Hicks

ADVERTISING & SALES
6900 E. Camelback, Suite 400 ¢ Scottsdale, AZ 85251
tel: 480.941.0510 » fax: 480.423.1443

Integrated Media Consultant
Integrated Media Consultant

Integrated Media Consultant

Integrated Media Consultant
Integrated Media Consultant
Regional Sales Manager
Classified Sales Manager

Reprint Coordinator

List Rental Contact

Advertising Coordinator

David Rairigh
drairigh@sgcmail.com (phone x25)
Eric Smith

esmith@sgcmail.com (phone x14)

Fred Ferris
fferris@sgcmail.com
(Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1003)

Brenda Yanez
byanez@sgcmail.com (phone x12)
Lori Glenn

lglenn@sgcmail.com (phone x17)

Michael Mansour
mmansour@sgcmail.com (phone x16)

Donna Aly

daly@sgcmail.com (phone x13)
Adrienne Miller

amiller@sgcmail.com

(Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1036)
John Ganis

914.368.1024

Erica Rivera

erivera@sgcmail.com

(Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1049)

MANAGEMENT

Vice President/Publisher
Associate Publisher

VP Custom Publishing
& Creative Services

VP Events
VP Information Technology
Circulation Director

Director of Marketing
& Communications

Director of Creative Services

Dennis Martyka
dmartyka@sgcmail.com

Greg Tres
gtres@sgcmail.com

Diane Vojcanin

Harry Urban
Joel Hughes
Mike Serino
Vickie Crews-Anderson

Sandi Stevenson

CORPORATE

Chairperson
President/CEQ

Sr. Vice President
Chairman Emeritus

K.S. Gillette

E.S. Gillette

A. O’Neill

H.S. Gillette (1922-2003)

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Dr. YuJung Chang

Karen DeCampli

Dawn C. Kristof Champney
Tom Mills

Dr. Larry W. Moore

Dr. Lev Nelik

Andy Richardson

Chuck Reading

HDR Engineering, Inc.
Siemens Water Technologies
WWEMA

Severn Trent Services
University of Memphis
Pumping Machinery

Greeley & Hansen, LLC
REACO Associates, LLC

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Water & Wastes Digestis published exclusively forthe 85,000+ decision
makers in the municipal and industrial water, wastewater and water
pollution industries. These individuals actively design, specify, buy,
operate and maintain the equipment, chemicals and services used for
water treatment. Editorial content in this audited publication highlights
new products and technologies concerning the supply, collection,
treatment and distribution of drinking water; the collection, treatment
and disposal of wastewater; and hazardous waste pollution control.
A product directory is included in the annual June Buyer’s Guide.
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